Project No. 2020-1-SK02-ESC11-002457 under European Solidarity Corps
SUSTAINABLE CITY with the support of solidarity volunteers 
Supporting local initiatives via international volunteering projects

Information Sheet 

Environmental project – SUSTAINABLE CITY with the support of solidarity volunteers
(Slovakia – Zvolen, Slatinka) 
· Slovakia, Slatinka/Zvolen

· Activities of volunteers: 20th September 2021 – 20th September 2022, it is also possible to individually arrange a shorter time period. The maximum duration is 12 months.

· Who we are looking for: 2 volunteers from Italy, Portugal, or any EU country (except for Slovakia) – the age of the candidate, education and other characteristics are not of importance.
· Accommodation – 3-bedroom apartment in Zvolen (it is possible that the room will be shared with another volunteer).

· Work activities – a maximum of 30 hours per week with 2 days off.
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Summary of Information About the Project
The aim of the project is to increase the involvement of young people and organisations in voluntary and solidarity activities on local scale and strengthen active citizenship in the community of young people in Zvolen and its vicinity, encourage tolerance, solidarity, and to promote active citizenship, volunteering, as well as mutual understanding among young people.

The volunteer will be working together with other young people, volunteers from Slovakia and other countries, but also professionals, ecologists, NGO workers, officials, and teachers. They will assist during community activities, environmental education and help to organise volunteer activities for the needs of the local community and nature conservation. In summer, they will also help the community in the village of Slatinka, located approximately 7 km from Zvolen, where they will co-organise volunteer activities, help with cultural activities and with operation of the eco-centre and the library in the former school building. They will also help to organise the International Volunteer Camp. 
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Volunteers will work in two areas:

1) PREPARATION AND EXECUTION OF PUBLIC EVENTS, WORKSHOPS AND MEETINGS ABOUT ENVIRONEMNTAL PROTECTION, VOLUNTEERING AND PARTICIPATION OF YOUNG PEOPLE IN PUBLIC AFFAIRS.
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By educating the public about the current state of the environment, the cause behind its worsening and the opportunities for public action that lead to its improvement, the volunteers will improve their communication and organisational skills. The volunteers will help to organise public events in cooperation with the NGOs in Zvolen and the municipality of Zvolen. The events can include Car Free Day, Civic Participation Week, Volunteer Week, International Wetlands Day, Earth Day, River Big Jump, etc. The aim is to inform the public about the various topics, but more importantly, to involve volunteers in public life in the community and to develop their skills and responsibilities. The volunteers will also have the chance to implement their own ideas, ideally in collaboration with a group of local young activists. The activities will be aimed at nature conservation, sustainable living, and waste reduction (Cleaning days, Swaps, No Money Zone, Bike rides, etc.).
2) ACTIVE CARE FOR THE ENVIRONMENT, MANAGEMENT OF REMNANTS OF NATURAL SITES IN SLATINKA AND IN ZVOLEN

The volunteers will dedicate portion of their time to active care for the environment, such as mowing and raking invasive species of herbs in Zvolen’s wetlands and along the river in the village of Slatinka, maintenance of the nature trail in the Slatina River Valley, garbage collection and disposal of illegal waste dumps around the pond in the Lanice wetland, production and installation of bird, bat and insect boxes and small signs to guide people's movement outside the most valuable parts of the natural sites. As part of this activity, the volunteers will also participate in the INEX International Camp which is aimed at helping the local community in Slatinka and caring for natural sites. The volunteers will also organise and manage work activities for the other foreign volunteers.
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The Host Organisation:
The Slatinka Association in Slovakia whose mission is the protection of the environment, participation in decision-making on projects and documents with an environmental impact and spreading of environmental education and awareness. More information at: https://europa.eu/youth/volunteering/organisation/46914_en 
The volunteer must have a sending organisation in his/her country which will prepare the volunteer for the project and help with practicalities such as the CIGNA insurance. CIGNA is a health insurance that covers the cost of the volunteer’s medical care during the entire duration of the project.
In Portugal, we have the sending organisation ProAtlântico – Associação Juvenil https://europa.eu/youth/volunteering/organisation/47025_en and in Italy, it is the EURO SUD organisation https://europa.eu/youth/volunteering/organisation/51241_no. However, it is possible to accept a different organisation on individual basis. You can find the list of the sending organisations in other countries at: https://europa.eu/youth/volunteering/organisations_en 
About the Destination:
Most of the project activities will take place in the town of Zvolen. The volunteers will also be accommodated there.
Zvolen is a town in Central Slovakia, located approximately 200 km from the capital Bratislava. It is the administrative centre of the Zvolen district with approximately 41,000 inhabitants. You can find the official website of the local government at: https://eng.zvolen.eu/. It is also home to the Technical University of Forestry, Ecology and Wood Processing. The town is located at the crossroads of several train lines and is therefore easily and quickly accessible from different parts of Slovakia. The surrounding nature is mostly hilly and there are several interesting natural sites in the area. The nearest larger city is Banská Bystrica, which is the centre of the region with more than 80,000 inhabitants. 
Some of the activities will take place in the village of Slatinka, which is located approximately 7 km from Zvolen. For many years the village was destined for extinction. A large water works was planned there which put a stop to the construction of new houses and the modernisation of existing ones. The Slatinka Association has rented the building of a former school in the village of Slatinka. In the building, there is a small library and community meetings and informal environmental education for children and young people take place.
The Practicalities:
The preparation for the project is ensured by the sending organisation in the volunteer’s home country. Before the start of the project, the volunteer must arrange all practicalities in his/her country (health insurance, etc.) and attend a short training course where he/she will receive the information about the aim of the European Solidarity Corps project, what is informal education, how will it work, etc. The sending organisation will also arrange a signature of the agreement between the sending organisation, the host organisation and the volunteer with clearly defined rights and responsibilities of all parties involved, such as volunteer’s right to allowance, reimbursement of his/her travel expenses, etc. 

The host organisation will cover the volunteer’s travel costs from his/her country to Slovakia and then back after the end of the project. The maximum amount is €360. The costs will be covered after the travel has taken place. The volunteer will also receive pocket allowance (€5 per day) and food allowance (€5 per day). These payments will be paid in cash or to the volunteer’s bank account always one month in advance. The accommodation and the cost of activities in Slovakia, such as travel tickets, training course fees, equipment, etc., will be paid by the host organisation. The Slatinka Association will also cover the costs of Covid-19 tests and administrative fees for the residence notification (upon arrival to Slovakia, or within 3 months, it is necessary to obtain a residence permit which facilitates various administrative duties). 

The volunteer will undergo two training courses in Slovakia (after the arrival and then in the middle of the project) organised by the IUVENTA National Agency, during which he/she will meet other volunteers in Slovakia, learn about the local culture, etc. During the whole duration of the project, the volunteer will be provided with a Slovak language course as well as the support of a mentor who will help him/her with the adaptation in a new country. 

For more information, please contact 
zdruzenieslatinka@gmail.com 
Slatinka Association – Združenie Slatinka 
J. Kozačeka 11, 960 01 Zvolen, Slovakia
www.slatinka.sk (only in Slovak language)

FB: https://www.facebook.com/zdruzenieslatinka/ 
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